
 

 

Sara Miller McCune Presents KISMET Featuring State Street Ballet & The Santa Barbara Symphony 

Santa Barbara Philanthropist Gives The Gift of Broadway To Santa Barbara With An Unprecedented 

Broadway Musical Revival 

 

Santa Barbara, CA (September x, 2021) – Philanthropist, businesswoman and arts advocate Sara Miller 

McCune, co-founder and executive chair of SAGE Publishing, brings together an extraordinary production 

of the Tony Award®-winning musical KISMET that includes a cast from across the globe, The Santa Barbara 

Symphony, and State Street Ballet, all under the direction of New York’s acclaimed Lonny Price. Price is a 

renowned actor and director, praised for the New York productions of Sunset Boulevard, Sweeney Todd, 

Company, and for Sondheim! The Birthday Concert. The show is executive produced by two-time Tony® 

Award-winning theatre producer Ken Davenport, and regionally produced by Miller McCune. 

KISMET’s unique, one weekend only run, comes to The Granada Theatre October 23-24, 2021 for three 

performances only. In celebration of her 80th birthday, Miller McCune wanted to find a way to support 

and champion local performers and companies while sharing her love of the arts with her Santa Barbara 

community. This return to live theater is an important milestone for the performers, audiences, and arts 

communities around the country.  

Sara Miller McCune, Producer shares, “I fell in love with live theater as a teenager growing up in NYC. I 

remember seeing the original production of KISMET on Broadway and many years later, a wonderful 

revival at Lincoln Center. I have always been haunted by the music, in a wonderful way, and it is one of 

the few shows with lyrics that I remember which is a joy. Because it’s such a  personal favorite, when I 

thought for the first time about what I wanted to do for my 80th birthday, my immediate wish was to bring 

KISMET to Santa Barbara to share the fabulous music and love stories with friends, colleagues and the 

region. There was no other production I felt would be as fabulous and yet less well known out here. Having 

invested in several of renowned producer Ken Davenport’s productions, including The Play That Goes 

Wrong, a wildly successful comedy from the UK that he had the sense to get the rights to, I was confident 

he was the one who could help me bring this dream to fruition. The theater and the arts have enriched 

my life so much and I can’t think of a better gift for the Santa Barbara region.” 

The production boasts script and choreography reimagined for a contemporary audience while remaining 

true to the classic story, exotic setting, appealing characters, wry sense of humor, and the memorable 

music audiences have loved for decades. This new production of KISMET includes cultural consultant, 

Naila Al-Atrash (Professor of Arab Theater and Film Studies, NYU), to ensure the accurate and appropriate 

recreation of the production’s Middle Eastern inspired world. KISMET is both complex and extraordinarily 

simple with its themes of love, faith, and the sense of destiny that is never far from us. The original score 



from Alexander Borodin is under the musical direction of Nir Kabaretti and The Santa Barbara Symphony 

with brand new choreography from State Street Ballet’s co-artistic director, William Soleau. 

Director, Lonny Price shares, “KISMET boasts one of the most magnificent scores ever heard on a 

Broadway stage. With music based on themes of Alexander Borodin, coupled with a truly romantic, and 

clever, love story, our dream was to have a production cast with as many MENASA (Middle Eastern, North 

Africa, South Asian) performers as we could find to add a genuine authenticity to the show and honor the 

magnificent traditions and cultures that this musical reflects. I am so happy to say, I think this may be the 

most authentic cast to play this show, ever!” 

William Soleau, Choreographer/Co-Artistic Director, State Street Ballet adds, “Jack Cole was legendary 

and choreographed the first Broadway production of KISMET. Times have changed since the 50's and 

Lonny Price wanted a brand new, top to bottom, original interpretation of this musical. We are using full 

blown dance numbers to move the narrative forward and it is a dream to be able to revive this classic, 

Tony Award®-winning show.” 

Nir Kabaretti, Music and Artistic Director, Santa Barbara Symphony shares, "We chose this collaboration 

to open our season because it exemplifies the diversity and breadth of symphonic music. Derived from 

the great music of Russian classical composer Alexander Borodin, KISMET provides one of the most 

symphonic scores of Broadway musicals. The rich and energetic music combines lyrical moments with 

exotic themes and Jazz elements, all brilliantly and colorfully orchestrated. I am excited and honored to 

collaborate with Lonny Price and continue our artistic partnership with Bill Soleau and State Street Ballet. 

We couldn't be more grateful to Sara Miller McCune - this gift to the community promises to be an 

unforgettable experience.” 

Rodney Gustafson, Founder/Artistic Director, State Street Ballet adds, “Of the many collaborations we 

have done over the years, nothing compares with the scope, diversity, and glamour of this production 

of KISMET. Thanks has to go to Sara Miller McCune for not only bringing Broadway to Santa Barbara, but 

also for incorporating the Santa Barbara Symphony and our State Street Ballet company. The collaborative 

energy will be magnificent!” 

Ken Davenport, Executive Producers says, "It is an honor to assist Ms. McCune in bringing her vision to 

life and to help with her mission of supporting the incredible arts community of Santa Barbara and artists 

everywhere." 

About KISMET: KISMET is one of Broadway’s most renowned musicals. It has won three Tony® Awards 

(including Best Musical), was turned into a successful musical-comedy feature film directed by Vincente 

Minnelli, and a made-for-television special. Set in and around ancient Baghdad, the poet and audience’s 

guide “Hajj,” constantly finds himself in trouble in the marketplace. A scammer and a charming 

opportunist, he weaves his way in and out of conflict. A subplot involves “Hajj’s” daughter “Marsinah” 

who falls in love with a young caliph (a Muslim civil and religious ruler of the day), who is unfortunately 

betrothed elsewhere. In true musical comedy fashion, everything works out! Additional production staff 

includes Associate Director, Matt Cowart, Set Design by Jim Noone, Costume Design by Tracy Christensen, 

Lighting Design by Ken Billington, Sound Design by Kai Harada, and Wigs, Hair & Makeup by J. Jared Janas.   

Link to hi-res photos/headshots here: google.com/drive/KISMET 

SAGE is a global academic publisher of books, journals, and a growing suite of library products and 

services. Driven by the belief that social and behavioral science has the power to improve society, we 

focus on publishing impactful research and enabling robust research methodology. We produce high 

quality educational resources that support instructors to prepare the citizens, policymakers, 

educators, and researchers of the future. We publish more than 1,000 journals and 900 new books 
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globally each year, as well as library products and services that include archives, data, case studies, and 

video.  

State Street Ballet is a professional dance company that combines classical traditions with sophisticated 

styles, inspiring diverse international audiences through performances, collaborations, and unique 

education and outreach programs. statestreetballet.com 

Santa Barbara Symphony is a professional orchestra founded in 1953 on the belief that a special city 

deserves a special orchestra, and under the artistic direction of Maestro Nir Kabaretti since 2006, the 

Santa Barbara Symphony is consistently lauded for its innovation and artistic excellence and is recognized 

as one of the region’s premier cultural institutions. With the only music education program tied to a 

professional Symphony orchestra in the region, its award-winning programs serve more than 10,000 

students throughout Santa Barbara County each year. Visit TheSymphony.org. 

The Granada Theatre - a  local landmark for almost a century, The Granada Theatre is the central coast’s 

premier performing arts venue.  Located in the heart of Downtown Santa Barbara, The Granada is home 

to eight resident companies and also serves as an ideal venue for regional and national touring 

productions. Featuring a new custom sound system and an all-digital, 4K HD resolution cinema system in 

addition to outstanding natural acoustics, The Granada Theatre offers a state-of-the-art, world-class 

production experience with every performance. 

For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit:  granadasb.org 

National press and media please contact – Andrea McKinnon andrea@amckpr.com  

Regional press and media please contact – Christopher Davis chris@wavecommsb.com  
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